Chapter 6

"Obey the Provincial Com-
mittee of the Party!"

Differences on political issues between our unit constituting the
editorial group of Janasakthi and the provincial committee of the
party, steadily increased. The committee began finding fault with
just about everything that we wrote. They alleged that we were
trying to function in opposition to the decisions of the higher party
committee.
A Communist has the right to hold opinions different from or
even opposed to the decisions of the party. However, one who holds
such differing views should function among the people and propagate
the party's policies with a commitment equal to that of the party
majority and ensure that the decisions of the majority are not
thwarted or vitiated. This is communist democracy. Indeed, this is
what democracy is all about. The defeated minority should go along
with the majority and cooperate with it at the action level and
at the public level However, the minority should have the right
to take note of the consequences of the wrong policies of the majority
and to mobilize support within the party to transform itself from
a minority to a majority. Those who accept this procedure as truly
democratic can understand my statement that the Communist
Party too provided for such democracy.
But, are all persons willing to live up to the ideal? Those in the
. majority acquire strength and get hold of power. Thereafter, and
because they have laid their hands on the levers of power, they view
the minority with a jaundiced eye and even begin to suspect it. They
are afraid that the minority's line may gather strength and in time
it will become the majority while they themselves will be reduced